
Fellowship Baptist Church, October 2, 2016 P.M. 

Message: “Family Traits”—John 8:44a 

 

INTRODUCTION: Definition: A family trait is a genetic likeness that is passed through parents' 

genes to their children. Most specific traits are passed directly from one parent. Genetic disorders 

are also traits that can be passed from a parent to a child.  The devil’s children act like him and 

God’s children act like Him!  There are several family traits mentioned in this passage in John 8.  

Our text is John 8:44. 

 

I.  Children learn by observation—John 8:38 

 A.  Children imitate the actions of the parents. 

  1.  Play house—dress up—etc. 

  2.  Use the same language. 

  3.  Use the same gestures. 

B.  The more we spend observing God in the word of God the more we will act like Him 

—II Cor. 3:18; 4:18. 

 

II. Children follow in the footsteps of the parents—John 8:39-41 

 A.  We are to do the works of the father—Matt. 5:44-45 

 B.  We are to walk in the Father’s ways—I John 1:6-7; II John 6 

 C.  We are to walk as children of God—Eph. 5:1-2, 8,9. 

 

III.  Children love what the parents love—John 8:42 

 A.  We are to honor the Father—John 5:23; Mal. 1:6 

 B.  We are to love what God loves—I John 2:15-17, 5:1-2. 

 

IV.  Children hear and recognize the parents voice—John 8:43 

 A.  We are to be listening for the Father’s voice. 

 B.  The sheep follow the shepherds voice but not another—John 10:3-5 

 C.  One day we will hear His voice calling us home—I Thess 4:16-17 

 

V.  Children have pride in the family—John 8:49, 54. 

 A.  We are called by the Father’s name—I John 3:1-3 

 B.  Proud to be identified with the Father. 

 

CONCLUSION: As Christians we are to exhibit the family traits.  We are not to be ashamed of 

our Christian family and heritage. 


